The organization of the present issue is designed to accommodate as many different points of view and research topics as possible-anything relevant to ancient Mesoamerica will find, after suitable review, a ready home in Ancient Mesoamerica. We have included methodological articles, theoretical articles, and reports on field research, as well as a special section dealing with an important and topical theme in Mesoamerican studies.
In this issue we present recent thoughts on the Mixtec codices, as researched by an ethnographer, an historian, a linguist, and two archaeologists. The other contributions range widely over not only archaeology and related fields, but space and time. Messenger and Hayden and Gargett present provocative arguments touching on climate and social evolution, respectively. Manzanilla and Barba and Smyth explore the Mesoamerican household from converging perspectives. Moholy-Nagy and Nelson report on lithic analyses from the important Maya site of Tikal. And in a remarkable article on a veritable New World Pompeii -the Classic site of CerenPayson Sheets and his team show that tragic events are nothing new to El Salvador; their article builds considerably on earlier work at the site by Zier and Sheets himself. Finally, Federico Fahsen offers insights on the most complex writing system in the Americas, that of the ancient Maya.
We close with a note of thanks to the many people who have made this journal possible, particularly James Alexander of Cambridge University Press, without whose foresight and prudent advice this undertaking would not have been possible. Christopher Chippindale, editor of Antiquity, provided a sensible and balanced perspective on what it takes to edit a journal, and we have made heavy use of his example and counsel. Several anonymous reviewers also helped by agreeing that a journal on Mesoamerica might not be a bad idea. Finally, and not least, we thank our authors for their good grace in the face of tight publication deadlines and querulous editors. 
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